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“THE HONORABLE HEAD OF GOVERNMENT

HONORABLE SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE OF COUNCILLORS
HONORABLE SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
HONORABLE MEMBERS PRESENT

HONORABLE MEMBERS OF THE ECOWAS PARLIAMENT
HEADS OF PARLAMENTARY GROUPS

GENERAL SECRETARY OF ARAB TRADE UNION

LADIES AND GENTLEMEN

Let me begin by expressing my profound gratitude to His Excel-
lency, ENAAM Mayara, Speaker of the House of Councillors of the
Kingdom of Morocco, for the honor of inviting me to deliver this
address at the opening of the 6™ International Parliamentary Forum
on Social Justice under the theme: “Social Dialogue and the Stakes
of the Social State”.

Permit me to state that my delegation, comprising Members of
Staff of the ECOWAS Parliament and also honorable members of
that parliament, wishes to express to this Forum and to the Kingdom
of Morocco its appreciation for the warm hospitality extended to us
since our arrival in this beautiful city of Rabat. We use this medium
to convey our best wishes for the continued success of the Kingdom
of Morocco.
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I also extend warm fraternal greetings to His Majesty King Mo-
hamed VI (The Sixth), and through him, thank the People of Moroc-
co, for their commitment to social justice, peace and social liberty.
I thank His Majesty for protecting the Moroccan democratic mo-
del and strategically integrating the Kingdom of Morocco in global
politics. Morocco’s fight against illegal migration, terrorism, extre-
mism, and the speedy recovery of the Moroccan economy, despite
the unprecedented repercussions of the COVID-19 crisis and the
contraction of the global economy, are worthy of commendation,
and we hail His Majesty for His Leadership.

We recognize Morocco’s policies towards ECOWAS countries
as being multidimensional, ranging from foreign direct investments
to rapprochement in the geopolitical sectors. We recognize and ap-
preciate the numerous reforms Morocco has undertaken in order to
successfully integrate itself into the global economy and Africa in
particular, with the aim of diversifying and strengthening its com-
petitive export potential. This is evident from its membership of the
African Continental Free Trade Area.

We equally acknowledge the low level of trade with ECOWAS
countries, the barriers to free movement of peoples and the weak
dynamism of our partnership, all of which could be boosted with the
development of appropriate frameworks for enhanced trade coope-
ration. We are hopeful that sooner rather than later, an equilibrium
relationship between the Kingdom of Morocco and ECOWAS will
be established, thereby paving the way for strengthened economic,
political and investment ties. It remains an incontestable fact that
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because of our intertwined relationship, the prosperity, stability and
security of one side, has a direct effect on the other. The global dy-
namics and insurmountable challenges to which our world has been
subjected to, necessitates that both sides think out of the box and see
the vast potential for prosperity and development that our union can
bring. Such alliances, when successfully forged would, no doubt,
usher in the beginning of the process of a new regional development
trajectory, aimed at giving our continent a sense of peace, dignity
and prosperity. We hold the view that if we want a continent that
is fair and prosperous; a region in which the uncommon dreams of
all will have a fair chance of realization; a region where the weak
can become strong; then the leaders of today must rise up to these
challenges and work assiduously towards promoting genuine and
durable collaboration.

MR. SPEAKER, EXCELLENCIES, DISTINGUISH LADIES
AND GENTLEMEN

Today’s forum comes as a consequence to the United Nations
General Assembly’s proclamation, declaring 20"February as World
Day of Social Justice. The declaration challenged States to devote
the day to promoting national activities in accordance with the ob-
jectives and goals of the 1995 World Summit for Social Develop-
ment related to conquest of poverty, the goal of full employment and
the fostering of overarching objectives of development and social
integration. As such, it is an exceptional honor to be able to address
you as part of this forum that gathers prominent personalities, who
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are acquainted with this challenging and profoundly complex topic.

We are fully aware that the global economic pressure has re-
sulted in mass layoffs, substantial growth of the informal economy
and greater pressure on businesses, which has in turn resulted in
severely deteriorating working conditions and access to basic social
protection in countries around the African continent and the world
at large. The covid-19 pandemic has also resulted in massive reduc-
tion in economic activities, which is impacting greatly on the global
manufacturing and service sectors in the form of a global employ-
ment downturn. Furthermore, workplace rights, including paid sick
leave, healthcare and unemployment benefits, as well as avoiding
hazardous work, are among the issues that need urgent attention.

Let me opine that, in an effort to improve the appropriate wor-
king conditions, that would lead to the creation of decent and sus-
tainable employment, hence paving the way towards the economic
development of the state, we must support regional advocacy and
local social dialogue at work. Social dialogue, which can be achie-
ved in the form of collective bargaining, consultation, negotiation,
information sharing, as well as joint problem-solving and decision
making activities, is invaluable in our endeavors to reduce social
tensions in times of crisis, and design policies that bridge the gaps
in our individual nations. Encouraging social dialogue would also
create a solid foundation for the commitment of employers and wor-
kers to joint action with governments in taking strategic measures to
overcome crisis and obtain sustainable recovery.
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MR. SPEAKER, EXCELLENCIES, DISTINGUISH LA-
DIES AND GENTLEMEN

Permit me to recall that at the regional level, in 2011, the Re-
gional Tripartite Forum of Social dialogue was established by the
ECOWAS Commission. The Forum was meant to serve as a plat-
form for consultations, negotiations and information exchanges
between representatives of government and its workers, as well as
employers’ organizations on issues of decent work and employment
in the region. This was preceded by the Memorandum of Understan-
ding entered into in June 2005, between the Economic Community
of West African States (ECOWAS) and the International Labor Or-
ganization (ILO), committing both parties to undertake joint consul-
tations and implement programs to promote decent work as a means
towards economic prosperity, peace and stability in the region. In
2016, ILO and ECOWAS also pledged to the design and implemen-
tation of a Decent Work Regional Program (DWRP). This aligns
with the ECOWAS Vision 2050, which seeks to deliver a commu-
nity of people fully integrated in a peaceful, prosperous region with
strong institutions and respect for fundamental freedoms, working
for inclusive and sustainable development.

Currently, all 15 member states of the ECOWAS have ratified
the following:
- The Forced Labor Convention;
- The Abolition of Forced Labor Convention, 1957;

- The Discrimination Convention, 1958;
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- The Right to Organize and Collective Bargaining Convention, 1949;
- The Equal Remuneration Convention, 1951;
- The Worst Forms of Child Labor Convention, 1999

In addition, 14 countries have ratified the Minimum Age
Convention, 1973; and the Freedom of Association and Protection
of the Right to Organize Convention, 1948. These are critical and
strategic steps that demonstrate our commitment to social dialogue
and understanding its stake on the social state.

MR. SPEAKER, EXCELLENCIES, DISTINGUISH
LADIES AND GENTLEMEN

Taking into account the cultural, historical, economic and
political contexts of the social state, it holds true that social dialogue
is an invaluable mechanism for the design of policies to promote
national priorities. In order to achieve the Sustainable Development
Goal 2030, which places decent work for all at the heart of its
policies for sustainable and inclusive growth and development, we
believe social dialogue is a critical element that should be used in
addressing the challenges that may arise.

I trust that you will dedicate the next few days to reviewing all
the reports and studies made on the subject and endeavor to enrich
your collective reflection on the challenges and issues related to
social dialogue and its stake on the social state. As you do this,
it is my fervent aspiration and hope that this forum will lead to
the development of a new paradigm which expresses renewed
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commitments in addressing social justice issues, in the light of the
current political, economic and social changes. I am hopeful that
the results of your deliberations would pave the way towards the
emergence of a new generation of social dialogue in the African
Continent and the World at large.

In closing, I thank His Majesty King Mohamed VI, for his
patronage of this forum and it has been a rare honor to have me
deliver this special address. I thank you once again, Mr. Speaker,
for affording me this special courtesy and privilege.

I wish you well in your deliberations and best wishes to
Moroccan- ECOWAS relationship. I thank you.”
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Honorable members of the Parliament of Morocco;

Our esteemed counterpart of the Government, and social partners
from Morocco, and across the region;

Honorable Parliamentarians from the Arab World, and
international delegates to the international Parliamentary Forum;

Ladies and Gentlemen;

Good morning and greetings from the International Labor
Organization “ILO”. Our Director-General “Guy RYDER” regrets
that he cannot be with you in person, and extends his greetings and
good wishes for successful 2022 International Forum.

The “ILO” has been asked to share its reflexions with the
delegates to the Parliamentary Forum on the subject of “Social
Dialogue and the Social State Bets”. As many of you know, the
International Labour Organization is build around the Principle of
Social Dialogue and cooperation between the representatives of the
Government and those of employers and workers as actors of real
economy, working together on equal footing to develop international
standards and other international instruments to promote safe and
productive work places. The system is called “Tripartism”, which
combined with its normative function, makes the “ILO’ unique
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within the United Nation’s System. The “ILO” which was founded
in the after math of World War 1, has been assigned by its founders,
the nobles of promoting Social Justice worldwide without which it
will main to hope to achieve stability and prosperity.

Allow me to quote what “ILO” Constitution says in that
regard:”Universal and lasting peace can be achieved only if it is
based upon social justice”, and our Director-General as emphasized
on many occasions that we cannot promote Social Justice unless
we secure decent work for all. That is exactly what delegates to the
International Labour Conference have emphasized, when adopted
the Social Declaration for fair globalization back in June 2008. As
the world is trying to recover from the terrible consequences of the
Covid-19 pandemic, which have exacerbated many underlining and
decent work deficiencies, the critical importance of those values of
Social Justice and decent work cannot be overstated.

Just a few months ago, at the second session of 2021, International
Labour Conference, delegates from 181 countries representing the
Government, workers and employers at the International Labour
Conference have adopted unanimously a Global Call to Action for
a human-centred COVID-19 recovery that prioritizes the creation
of decent jobs for all and addresses the inequalities caused by the

Crisis.

The Global Call to Action for a human-centred recovery outlines
a comprehensive agenda. It commits countries to ensuring that their
economic and social recovery from the crisis is “fully inclusive,
sustainable and resilient.” The instrument includes two sets of
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agreed actions. The first covers measures to be taken by national
governments and their employer and trade union social partners,
to achieve a job-rich recovery that substantially strengthens worker
and social protections and supports sustainable enterprises.

A second set of actions covers international cooperation and
the role of multilateral institutions, including the ILO, with the aim
of increasing the level and coherence of their support for national
human-centred pandemic recovery strategies.

And as we are gathering here, and in line with “the Global Call to
Action”, the “ILO” is hosting a high level Global Forum for Human-
centred Recovery on 22 to 24" February 2022. This event brings
together Heads of States and Government, Heads of International
Organizations and Multilateral Development Banks, and employers
and workers’ Leaders from around the world to propose concrete
actions and strengthening the international community’s responds
to the Covid-19 crisis.

As “ILO” Director-General “Guy RYDER” himself said:
“Unless we specifically address the inequalities that have deepened
during this crisis there is a very real risk that the economic and social
consequences will cause long-term scarring”. The Call to Action
is grounded in the “ILO” Centenary Declaration for the Future of
Work, adopted at the International Labour Conference in 2019; the
Call provides a path for accelerating practical implementation of the
Declaration through enhanced policies and investments that support
a broad-based, fully-inclusive recovery.
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Similarly, as delegates in this year’s International Parliamentary
Forum, you will be considering a number of key issues relevant
to Social Dialogue and the Covid-19 crisis. And to aid with your
deliberations, allow me to share a few reflexions based on point
of view of the questions raised in the concept note of the forum, in
relation to the promotion of Social Justice and Social Dialogue in
the Arab World, as well as points relevant to our global audience of
delegates in attendance today and connected virtually around the
world.

In June 2021, the ILO’s Dialogue and Tripartism’s unit published
research brief untitled “Social dialogue one year after the outbreak
of the Covid-19 pandemic”. This global brief shows that the crisis
brought about by the Covid-19, has constituted a “federating theme”
for many governments and social partners across the globe, as they
were all faced with the vital need of promoting the resilience of
national economy, and saving businesses and jobs. “ILO” offices
worldwide recorded an impressive total of 381 Social Dialogue
outcomes, including joint statements, agreements, wage protection
measures, social protection, expansion, enterprise development and
sustainability measures, and post Covid economicrecovery measures.
During the Covid-19 Pandemic, a number of countries in the Arab
World took steps to strengthening the role of tripartite institutions
of Social Dialogue and developing consensuses based responses.
In October 2020, Morocco’s Economic, Social and Environmental
Council released a comprehensive plan for the promotion of a
formal employment, which called for the establishment of a single
contribution that would cover all contributions and deductions in
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terms of retirement, health insurance, taxes and fees from artisans,
local merchants, and informal economic unit, as means to encourage
formalization. The ministry of Labour and Social Partners in the
occupied Palestinian territories negotiated a minimum wage increase
in 2020, and subsequently in March 2021, adopted a comprehensive
national employment strategy.

Now what else can be done?

Social Dialogue institutions exists in much of the Arab World,
but they have not been used to their full potential, as in some other
regions, as the means to negotiate significant policy measure in the
world of work during the pandemic and beyond the pandemic.

Freedom of Association Convention 1987 and Collective
Bargaining Convention 1998, two of ILO’s core labour standards
are the key precondition for effective Social Dialogue, as such
there are opportunities to expand ratification and implementation
of these conventions in the region and across the world as a means
to strengthening the quality and effectiveness of Social Dialogue
processes and institutions.

Trade Unions and Employers Organization in the region and
around the world are taking steps to support their members, as well
as to become more inclusive and to ensure a voice for young people,
women, people with disabilities and actors in the formal economy.
More needs to be done to support them, and build the capacity to
respond to the new emerging labour market. Governments in the
region have a historic opportunity to work together with social
partners, to develop policy reforms and relation to employment,
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notably youth employment, skills development, social protection,
that can contribute to worth sustainable development goals for the
region. This should be encouraged and strengthening to become
a means of action. Improved Social Dialogue will require greater
trust between workers and employers, and between the Social
Partners and the Government. Trust is earned over time through
negotiating tangible measures that can address the mutual interests
of the constituents. Many Governments in the region have publicly
indoors the importance of strengthening processes and institutions
of Social Dialogue as means toward contributing; toward improve
labour market governance and sustainable development outcomes.
But yet in the context of Covid-19 crisis, Governments did not
consistently include Social Partners in tripartite Covid-19 crisis
committees, moreover many tripartite Social Dialogue institutions
aimed to address labour employment issues did not meet in regular
basis. This is certainly an opportunity to improve action in support
of Social dialogue, and there are resources available from the ILO
offices and technical cooperation projects in the region, to respond
to the constituent needs and priorities.

The Covid-19 crisis has also reminded policy-makers of the
unsustainability of the Social Contract of labour market governance
established in much of the Arab World in the 1960. Other branches of
the civil services and public sector industries are clearly insufficient,
as engines of job creation, and cannot absorb the millions of young
people entering the labour force each year. The size and scope of
the informal economy in the region, continues to grow during this
global pandemic, as young people, women and elderly look for
opportunities escape poverty.
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Indeed, there are critical opportunities at the regional levels, at
the international levels and at the national levels to reinforce the
role of Social Dialogue in supporting Governments, workers and
employers’ organizations to negotiate and develop sustainable
solutions to the challenges confronting all of us in the world of work.
Tripartite Social Dialogue is the space for national Governments to
gather with representatives of workers and employers’ organizations
to negotiate reforms to labour laws, to integrate commitments
from ratified international labour standards within these laws,
and to negotiate improvement to system of social protection, and
to ensure protection for all, to strengthen and negotiate national
industry policies and other economic measures that can support
the advancement of sustainable economic and social development,
with full support for the Principles of decent work.

We see workers and employers’ organizations at sectoral level
in many countries negotiating terms and conditions of employment,
as well as addressing skills development programmes, and
occupational health and safety measures to protect working people
and their families in times of crisis.

At the enterprise level, there are opportunities also, to promote
collective bargaining between trade unions and enterprises, to
enhance industry relations and contribute to improve productivity
and competitiveness of these enterprises.

It is up to the Social Partners to determine the level at which
collective bargaining takes a place, but there are certainly
opportunities to expand collective bargaining in the region and
around the world.
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ILO Convention 98 established collective bargaining as
a fundamental right, with article 3 calling for procedures and
institutional support that are appropriate to national conditions to
promote the development of machinery for voluntary negotiation
between employers or employers’ organization and workers’
organization, with a view to the regulation of terms and conditions
of employment by means of collective agreements.

Perhaps, finally I can say a few words about the role of
parliaments and legislatures in the region and through all the world,
and support of Social Dialogue and the Principles of Social Justice.

The United Nations Declaration of Human Rights calls upon
all Members States to uphold basic human freedoms: freedom of
association, freedom of assembly, freedom of expression, freedom
from torture, equality and the right to due process.

Parliament in the region and across the world, are elected to be
accountable to the needs and priorities of the citizen, and to serve the
public good. The ILO tripartite constituents have a central role to play
in negotiating the parameters of new laws and policies in relation to
the world of work, with these revisions to labour legislation, social
protection laws or others. It is the role of executive branch to ensure,
that changes in national law relevant to the rights and interests of
workers and employers and their organizations, are brought to the
appropriate Social Dialogue Forum before that they are introduced
in the form of legislation. It is also the role of Parliament to balance
national budget and to ensure that programmes to safeguard Social
Justice including Social Protection are adequately founded and
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supported. And as we have seen recently with the many ratifications
of Convention (n°190) on violence and harassment in the world of
work, Parliament have also played historic role in the debate and
adoption of ILO Convention to ensure a stronger national alignment
with the international system of labour standards and underpin

Social Justice.

Thank you for your attention and for your time.
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Bonjour,

Mesdames et Messieurs les Ministres ;

Membres du Parlement ;

Mesdames et Messieurs les Distingués Représentantes et
Représentants des Institutions du Royaume du Maroc ;
Mesdames et Messieurs les Représentantes et Représentants
des Organisations Internationales ;

Distingués participantes et participants ;

C’est un honneur pour moi de prendre la parole a I’occasion de
cette sixieme édition du Forum Parlementaire Internationale sur la
Justice Sociale ayant pour theme « le Role du Dialogue Sociale »
dans 1’agenda institutionnel international et national.

Le tripartisme et le Dialogue Social bipartite sont inscrits dans
I’ADN de I’Organisation Internationale, avec beaucoup plus de 250
organismes affiliés dans plus de 130 pays a travers le monde.

La pandémie liée au Covid, dont les effets continuent a se faire
sentir a différents degrés a travers le monde, a démontré I’importance
d’un dialogue efficace entre Gouvernement, travailleurs et
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employeurs. Et c’est autour du processus d’un dialogue sociale
productif, qui permettra sans doute de contribuer a résoudre les
questions économiques ainsi que sociales importantes et promouvoir
la bonne gouvernance, et favoriser la paix et renforcer la stabilité
sociale et de stimuler 1’économie. C’est exactement de cela dont

nous avons besoin aujourd’hui.

Un récent rapport de I’OIT indique que 108 pays sur 133, soit
81% de ces pays membres ont eu recours au dialogue social pour
répondre a la pandémie, afin d’aboutir a un consensus autour des
mesures envisagées pour protéger les travailleurs et les entreprises.

Et tout ceci montre que le dialogue social a été divisé sous
plusieurs formes, soit tripartite soit bipartite, ou encore les deux a la
fois, dans 7% des pays de 1’ Afrique.

Le Dialogue Social a été utilis¢ dans les premiers stades de
la réponse a la crise, il a aidé les partenaires sociaux a parvenir a
un consensus sur des questions et des mesures ciblées politiques,
télétravail et chomage partiel, collaboration avec les autorités
sanitaires, protection des travailleurs, continuité des entreprises et
particulierement ces travailleurs les plus touchés par la crise.

Les partenaires sociaux ont une connaissance approfondie réelle
des besoins et des réalités des entreprises et des travailleurs ; aussi
leur participation active a la prise de décision a conduit a I’adoption
des mesures de prévention ciblées et efficaces afin de limiter la
propagation du Covid sur les lieux de travail.
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Un Dialogue Social de qualité sur la scene internationale et
nationale est plus que jamais nécessaire. La Déclaration du centenaire
reconnait qu’il y a un élément clé dans la réalisation de la promesse
de la productivité. Alors que nous voyons actuellement une partie de
la population mondiale se remettre progressivement des effets de la
pandémie, d’autres n’en bénéficient pas malheureusement toutefois
du méme niveau de rétablissement pour faire face a des conditions

pires qu’avant la pandémie.

Il faut reconnaitre que nous assistons actuellement a une reprise
a deux vitesses, cela représente un véritable frein pour la justice
sociale. En plus de la mise en ceuvre de différents instruments
d’aide sociale et économique, un acces plus équitable pour tous aux
vaccins doit etre assuré. Les employeurs sont convaincus de ¢a. 1l
existe un consensus sur le fait que cela permettra de mieux assurer
le redressement économique des zones les plus vulnérables et de
sauver des vies. Face a la maladie, tous doivent étre égaux dans
I’acces au matériel et aux traitements nécessaires pour se protéger

du virus. C’est une question de Justice Sociale.

Les partenaires sociaux doivent faire preuve davantage de
courage et d’un véritable leadership si nous voulons revenir
de maniere plus uniforme a travers le monde, au niveau socio-
économique au méme monde préexistant a celui de la pandémie. Il
faut aussi créer de la confiance autour de nos valeurs. Nous avons
nos responsabilités et il n’existe aucune formule magique, il faut
pour ca les organisations d’employeurs et de travailleurs libres,
j’insiste libres et indépendants, solides et représentatives. Il faut,
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et j’insiste, le respect et I’autonomie des partenaires sociaux par les
institutions, libre-interférence. Il s’agit de préalables essentiels, un
Dialogue Social qui est effectif.

Chers Messieurs, Cheres Mesdames,

Le secteur privé est nettement au coeur de la reprise de la
croissance, ainsi que de ’investissement nécessaire a la résilience
socio-économique. La confiance des entreprises envers les politiques
gouvernementales sera cruciale dans le temps. Les entreprises ont
besoin que les gouvernements fassent ce que seuls les gouvernements
peuvent faire, a savoir faciliter et créer un environnement propice a
la croissance et a la résilience du secteur privé, faire ... des solutions
aux partenariats de financement (petites et moyennes entreprises).

Un environnement propice est essentiel pour 1’innovation. Les
chiffres aussi nous démontrent encore une fois I’ampleur de I’impact
de la crise a travers le monde, entre les pays développés et les pays
en voie de développement. Moins d’entreprises formelles, c¢’est tout
simplement moins de chances de mener un travail décent, et c’est un
risque accru de développement de 1’informalité, un phénomene dont
les conséquences les plus importantes sont étroitement associées a
des niveaux plus élevés de la pauvreté et des inégalités économiques.
Soutenir les entreprises dans les lieux les plus vulnérables et d’autant
plus nécessaire du fait que, selon la Banque mondiale 90% des
entreprises formelles dans les pays les moins développés, sont tres
petites et moyennes entreprises. Elles ne bénéficient pas toujours
de la solidité nécessaire pour absorber les chocs. Les PME sont
confrontées a des problemes assez spécifiques: Difficultés d’acces
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au financement, Cadre réglementaire rigide. Nous avons besoin de
politiques adaptées a elles ? Surtout parce qu’elles sont un moteur
essentiel pour 1’économie réelle. Et elles créent deux tiers des

emplois dans les pays les moins développés.

Nous ne devons pas hésiter, non, a avoir une approche plus large
de dialogue, en collaboration entre le secteur public et le secteur
privé, les travailleurs, la société civile, les institutionnels et les
institutions internationales. C’est nécessaire pour relever le défi
sanitaire, économique et d’emploi pour permettre une relance forte,
juste et équitable et préparer un avenir encore mieux. Les partenariats
avec le secteur privé jouent notamment un role essentiel, les efforts
du Gouvernement et des institutions internationales en maticre
de prévention et de préparation et des réponses au crises, et ce en
exploitant les compétences, les capacités de gestion et la technologie
des entreprises dans des secteurs comme les télécommunications et
la santé, pour ne citer que ceux-ci. La récente réforme des Nations
Unis mettant les résidents coordinateurs au cceur du systeme Onusien
sur les terrains de chaque pays. Cela peut aider a créer une synergie
au niveau local entre les systemes des Nations Unies et le secteur
privé, pour mieux atteindre les objectifs de développement durable.
Nous voyons déja de ces faits tres positifs de cette démarche a
travers I’engagement accru de nos membres dans divers dialogues
reliés a la stratégie et la relation de I’impact du systeme multilatéral
sur le développement socio-économique des pays.
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Messieurs, Mesdames,

Des partenariats efficaces permettant aux différentes parties
prenantes de mieux comprendre les attentes et les besoins de
chacun, de mieux aligner les objectifs qui sont essentiels et qui
seront déterminants pour un meilleur futur commun. Mais le
Dialogue Social est unique, et sous différentes formes et niveaux,
est clairement essentiel dans la période actuelle et le restera dans
la période a venir. Il doit contribuer a instaurer la confiance, il doit
contribuer a renforcer la cause sociale.

Merci pour cette invitation.
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Greetings,

I wish that 1 could be with you for this very important de-
bate, social dialogue sits at the heart of a democratic society, a
society committed to actually talking through the issues, to fin-
ding common solutions, and of course for trade unions, it goes hand
in hand with collective bargaining, which allows us to make sure
that our work places are free and safe, that workers have a voice,
and that indeed wages and conditions are just. But in the wor-
ld we face today, social dialogue has aneven more impor-
tant role. we faced a  convergence of  crisis, we have  massive
and historic levels of inequality, we have the despair that is dri-
ving an anger that is fragmenting our societies, is creating a loss of
trust in democratic institutions, in our governments, in all sorts of

areas of our life.

When we don’t have jobs for people, when they don’t have so-
cial protection, when they don’t have the hope of an optimistic fu-
ture, of security, then indeed we actually create the conditions for
the way in which our societies are now turning on each other and

others throughout the world.
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Social  dialogue is the only way we can  deal with inequa-
lity, it’s the only way we can deal with the climate emergency and
the just transition to say we leave no one behind, and it’s the only
way we can deal with the conditions to manage a global pandemic.
A health crisis that means we must look to our own societies to en-
sure the care, the concern, and the safety of everybody. So for
the trade union movement we demand anew  social contract a
floor that creates a common security. It has 5 demands : jobs, jobs
and jobs, climate friendly jobs with just transition. You need social
dialogue, we know you can create jobs in care, we know by inves-
ting in a cleaner economy we create jobs, we know there are in-
frastructure deficits - we can create jobs but the plans for those jobs
for decent work must be apparent to people. We know we need to
look at the right space, the democratic rights and freedoms, the ca-
pacity with due diligence with indeed grievance and remedy to hold

corporations to account that are exploiting our people .

We know we need universal social ~ protection  and  of
course we need equality, equality of incomes with minimum  li-
ving wages on which you can depend, that you can survive, and in-
deed of course collective bargaining. We need equality, gender

equality and racial equality.

If we are going to build an inclusive future, we need to realize the
sustainable development goals, the Paris agreement, and to re-
duce the conflicts that are existing inside and outside our coun-

tries when people are feeling frightened and consequently angry.
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Social dialogue sits at  the heart of the solutions for a peaceful

and indeed an inclusive future.

And i congratulate you for taking this debate within the parlia-
ment to the next level of a societal debate where I am proud to say
our unions are part of that social dialogue which is indeed part of
their DNA.

I congratulate you, we look forward to supporting the outco-

mes of this very important discussion: solidarity.
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